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57 ABSTRACT

An imaging device includes an imaging unit capturing an
image of a subject, and tracks, through images captured in
time series, an area in which a specific target appears. The
device includes a parameter acquiring unit acquiring a pho-
tographic parameter from the imaging unit, a target area
determining unit determining an area of a captured image
including the specific target as a target area, a track area
adjusting unit setting a track frame for a track area to track the
target area including the specific target and adjusting a size of
the track frame based on the photographic parameter, and a
track area searching unit searching the captured image for the
track area, while moving the size-adjusted track frame, based
on a similarity between a characteristic amount of the track
area of a current captured image and that of the target area of
a previous captured image.

8 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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1
IMAGING DEVICE INCLUDING TARGET
TRACKING FUNCTION

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application is based on and claims priority
from Japanese Patent Application No. 2010-31292, filed on
Feb. 16, 2010, the disclosure of which is hereby incorporated
by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an imaging device which
comprises a target tracking function to track, through images
captured in time series, an area in which a specific target
appears.

BACKGROUND ART

For tracking an area including a specific target through
captured images (hereinafter, image frames) input from an
imaging unit in time series, in the prior art, a target area 50 is
decided from a first image frame F0 and tracked through
subsequent image frames F1 to Fn as shown in FIG. 6.

FIGS. 7A to 7C show an example of results of the tracking
process. From the target area 50 on the image frame F0 in
FIG. 7A, a new target area 51 on the image frame F1 in FIG.
7B is acquired. Then, a new target area 52 on the image frame
F2 in FIG. 7C is acquired from the target area 51. Thereafter,
the same process is repeated.

There is a problem that an error in a result of tracking
occurs due to a movement, deformation or change of posture
of a target and is accumulated as the target area is updated.
FIG. 7C shows an example of a tracking failure that the target
area 52 is largely shifted from the original target area 53 of the
first image frame F0. Moreover, the tracking error may cause
an increase in the size of the target area, resulting in an
increase in amount of calculation in the tracking process and
delaying the processing speed.

Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 2008-153879
discloses an imaging device which tracks a target on an image
frame of a captured image and adjusts a torque amount of an
imaging unit using a motion vector as a result of the tracking,
for example. However, this device still cannot eliminate a
tracking error affecting a tracking result.

For another example, Japanese Patent Application Publi-
cation No. 2009-10453 discloses a technique to correct a
tracking result without intermitting the tracking by allowing a
user to input a desired target point on the tracking result.

However, a problem arises in this technique that since a
target area is searched while expanding or shrinking the track-
ing result, an amount of calculation for the tracking process
becomes enormous, extremely delaying the processing
speed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention aims to provide an imaging device
which can track, at a higher speed, a target area in which a
specific target appears through images captured in time
series.

According to one aspect of the present invention, an imag-
ing device comprising an imaging unit capturing an image of
a subject, and tracking, through images captured in time
series, an area in which a specific target appears, comprises a
parameter acquiring unit configured to acquire a photo-
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graphic parameter from the imaging unit; a target area deter-
mining unit configured to determine the area of a captured
image including the specific target as a target area; a track area
adjusting unit configured to set a track frame for a track area
to track the target area including the specific target and adjust
asize of the track frame based on the photographic parameter;
and a track area searching unit configured to search the cap-
tured image for the track area, while moving the size-adjusted
track frame, based on a similarity between a characteristic
amount of an image in the track area of the captured image in
question and that of an image in the target area of a captured
image immediately before the image in question in time
series.

Preferably, the track area adjusting unit uses a focal length
and an imaging distance of the imaging unit as the photo-
graphic parameter.

Preferably, the track area searching unit is configured to
calculate the characteristic amounts of the images based on a
frequency distribution in at least one of brightness and a color
component.

Preferably, the imaging device further comprises a pre-
processing unit configured to perform at least one of noise
removal processing and brightness correction processing on
at least the target area of the captured image based on the
photographic parameter before the track area searching unit
searches the track area.

Preferably, the pre-processing unit uses sensitivity, a focal
length, and an aperture diameter of the imaging unit as the
photographic parameter.

According to another aspect of the present invention, a
target tracking method using an imaging device comprising
an imaging unit capturing an image of a subject, for tracking,
through images captured in time series, an area in which a
specific target appears, comprises the steps of acquiring a
photographic parameter from the imaging unit; determining
the area of a captured image including the specific target as a
target area; setting a track frame for a track area to track the
target area including the specific target and adjust a size of the
track frame based on the photographic parameter; and search-
ing the captured image for the track area, while moving the
size-adjusted track frame, based on a similarity between a
characteristic amount of an image in the track area of the
captured image in question and that of an image in the target
area of a captured image immediately before the image in
question in time series.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an imaging device according
to one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a function block diagram of the imaging device;

FIG. 3 shows an example of a parameter map to which a
pre-processing unit of the imaging device refers;

FIG. 4 shows an example of a search operation of a track
area searching unit of the imaging device;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart for target tracking operation of the
imaging device;

FIG. 6 shows an example of prior art image frames cap-
tured in time series; and

FIGS. 7A to 7C show an example of results of prior art
target tracking, image frames F0, F1, FN, respectively.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention will be
described in detail with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings.
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FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an imaging device according
to one embodiment of the present invention. The imaging
device 1 comprises an optical system 11, a mechanical shutter
12, a charge coupled device (CCD) 13, a correlated double
sampling (CDS) circuit 14, an A/D converter 15, a motor
driver 16, a timing signal generator 17, an image processor
18, a central processing unit (CPU) 19, a random access
memory (RAM) 20, a read only memory (ROM) 21, a syn-
chronous dynamic random access memory (SDRAM) 22, a
compressor/decompressor circuit 23, a memory card 24, an
operation unit 25, and a liquid crystal display (LCD) 26.

The mechanical shutter 12 blocks light incident via the
optical system 11 from entering the CCD 13. The CCD 13
includes an imaging plane on which an optical image is
formed and converts the optical image into an analog image
signal.

The CDS circuit 14 removes noise from the analog image
signal converted by the CCD 13. The A/D converter 15 con-
verts the analog image signal without noise into a digital
image signal or image data.

The motor driver 16 drives the optical system 11 to change
its position and the mechanical shutter 12 to open or close
according to instructions from the CPU 19.

The timing signal generator 17 generates timing signals
according to instructions from the CPU 19 to operate the CCD
13, CDS circuit 14, and A/D converter 15.

The image processor 18 allows image data to be tempo-
rarily stored in the SDRAM 22, and performs various image
processing such as YCrCb conversion, white balance adjust-
ment, contrast correction, edge enhancement, color transfor-
mation on the image data, and displays the processed image
data on the LCD 26.

Here, the white balance adjustment is to adjust density of
color of an image represented by image data. The contrast
correction is to adjust contrast of an image represented by
image data. The edge enhancement is to adjust sharpness of
an image represented by image data. The color transforma-
tion is to adjust tone of an image represented by image data.

A program to operate the imaging device 1 is stored in the
ROM 21. The CPU 19 allows the program in the ROM 21 to
be executed for a later-described target tracking function,
using the RAM 20 as a work area.

The compressor/decompressor circuit 23 compresses the
image data processed by the image processor 18 according to
an instruction inputted via the operation unit 25 and stores the
data in the memory card 24. It also reads the image data from
the memory card 24 and decompresses and outputs it to the
image processor 18.

The operation unit 25 is comprised of a switch, a lever, a
touch panel and else. The touch panel is provided on the LCD
26 in the present embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a function block diagram of'the imaging device 1.
The imaging device 1 comprises an imaging unit 30 and is
configured to track an area in which a specific target appears
onimage frames received in time series from the imaging unit
30.

Specifically, the imaging device 1 comprises a parameter
acquiring unit 31 acquiring a photographic parameter from
the imaging unit 30, a pre-processing unit 32 performing
pre-processing on an image frame, a target area determining
unit 33 determining an area in which a specific target appears
from the image frame as a target area, a track area adjusting
unit 34 setting a track frame for a track area to track the
specific target in the area determined by the target area deter-
mining unit 33 and adjusting the size of the track frame, a
track area searching unit 35 searching the image frame for the
track area including the specific target, an imaging control
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unit 36 controlling the imaging unit 30 based on a search
result of the track area searching unit 35, an image processing
unit 37 performing image processing on the image frame and
an image output unit 38 outputting the processed image
frame.

The imaging unit 30 comprises the optical system 11,
mechanical shutter 12, CCD 13, CDS circuit 14, A/D con-
verter 15, motor driver 16 and timing signal generator 17.

According to the present embodiment, the imaging unit 30
is configured to acquire N image frames F1 (first image
frame) to FN (N* image frame) in time series with an interval
of At.

The parameter acquiring unit 31 is comprised of the CPU
19 and acquires a photographic parameter from the RAM 20.
Note that the photographic parameter includes a focal length,
an aperture diameter, an F-number, ISO sensitivity and an
imaging distance.

The pre-processing unit 32 is comprised of the CPU 19 and
the image processor 18, and performs pre-processing on the
image frame based on the photographic parameter acquired
by the parameter acquiring unit 31. In the present embodi-
ment it is configured to perform the noise removal processing.

For example, a parameter map shown in FIG. 3 is pre-
stored in the ROM 21. The parameter map contains data on
the F-number indicating a relation between the focal length
and the aperture diameter of the imaging unit 30, ISO sensi-
tivity, and noise removal function in association with one
another.

The noise removal function is defined to make almost
constant a difference in noise rate of continuous images
frames when a subject is shot with different F-numbers and
ISO sensitivities. That is, the noise removal function is set so
that the smaller the F-number and the larger the ISO sensitiv-
ity, the higher the noise removal level.

In FIG. 2 the pre-processing unit 32 performs the noise
removal processing on the image frames F0, F1 using, as the
photographic parameter, noise removal functions in associa-
tion with the F-numbers and ISO sensitivities obtained when
the image frames F0, F1 are shot, respectively.

The pre-processing unit 32 performs the noise removal
processing on image frames following the image frame F1 in
the same manner. Thus, by properly removing noise in each
image frame, it is made possible to prevent occurrence of an
error in a tracking result and accumulation of errors due to a
difference in the noise rate of continuous image frames.

Alternatively, a parameter map containing the F-number,
ISO sensitivity of the imaging unit 30, and brightness correc-
tion function can be pre-stored in the ROM 21. The pre-
processing unit 32 can be configured to perform brightness
correction on image frames using this parameter map.

In this case, it is made possible to prevent occurrence of an
error in a tracking result and accumulation of errors due to a
difference in brightness of continuous image frames.

Alternatively, a parameter map containing the F-number
and ISO sensitivity of the imaging unit 30, noise removal
function and brightness correction function can be pre-stored
in the ROM 21. The pre-processing unit 32 can be configured
to perform both of the noise removal and brightness correc-
tion processings on image frames using this parameter map.
Note that the noise removal function and the brightness cor-
rection function can be combined into a single function in the
parameter map.

The target area determining unit 33 is comprised of the
CPU 19 and the operation unit 25, and configured to identify
from an image frame a certain area in which a specific target
appears. The target area determining unit 33 determines the
area as a target area on an image output from the image output
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unit 38 and surrounds the area in a rectangular frame via the
operation unit 25, for example.

Alternatively, the target area determining unit 33 can be
configured to allow a user to designate a single point on the
image output from the image output unit 38 via the operation
unit 25, and determine as a target area an area including the
designated point and showing a higher contrast than other
areas. In the present embodiment the image frame F0 is the
one including the target area determined by the target area
determining unit 33.

The track area adjusting unit 34 is comprised of the CPU 19
and configured to set a track frame for a track area to track the
specific target and adjust the size of the track frame based on
the focal length and the imaging distance of the imaging unit
as a photographic parameter acquired by the parameter
acquiringunit 31. Thetrack area is an area to track the specific
target in the target area.

Specifically, the track area adjusting unit 34 calculates a
variable magnification between a previous image frame F(i-
1) and a current image frame F(i) from values of the focal
length and imaging distance obtained when the images
frames F(i-1), F(i) are shot, and adjusts the track area in size
based on calculated variable magnification.

The track area searching unit 35 is comprised of the CPU
19 and configured to track the specific target in the target area
determined by the target area determining unit 33 while mov-
ing a track frame 40 size-adjusted by the track area adjusting
unit 34 on the current image frame F(i) as shown in FIG. 4.

Specifically, the track area searching unit 35 searches the
current image frame F(i) for an area having a highest similar-
ity based on a characteristic amount of the target area of the
previous image frame F(i-1) and that of the track area of the
current image frame F(i).

In the present embodiment the track area searching unit 35
is configured to calculate the characteristic amount of an
image based on a frequency distribution in brightness of the
image. Specifically, it calculates the frequency distribution
(9=1ql1, g2, . . . qn]) in brightness of the image in the target
area of the previous image frame F(i-1) and that (p=[p1, p2,
. .. pn]) of brightness of the image in the track area of the
current image frame F(i).

Further, the track area searching unit 35 standardizes at
least one of the frequency distributions q and p based on the
size of the target area of the previous image frame F(i-1) and
the size of the track area of the current image frame F(i).

The track area searching unit calculates similarity Sim by
the following the expression:

.
Sim= 3"V purdu
u=1

Then, the track area searching unit 35 determines a track
area with a largest similarity Sim as a target area.

Alternatively, the track area searching unit 35 can be con-
figured to calculate the characteristic amount based on a
frequency distribution in color components (YUV or RGB) of
an image instead of brightness or based on a combination of
the frequency distributions in brightness and color compo-
nents.

The imaging control unit 36 is comprised of the CPU 19
and configured to control the focal length of the imaging unit
30 to focus on the target area determined by the track area
searching unit 35, for example. The image processing unit 37
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is comprised of the image processor 18 and configured to
perform various image processing on image data and output it
to the image output unit 38.

The image output unit 38 is comprised of the LCD 26,
compressor/decompressor circuit 23 and memory card 24. It
is configured to compress the image data processed by the
image processing unit 37, store it in the memory card 24 and
display an image represented by the image data on the LCD
26.

The target tracking operation of the imaging device con-
figured above is described with reference to FIG. 5. This
operation is started when an area in which a specific target
appears is determined by the target area determining unit 33.

First, in step S1 the pre-processing unit 32 executes the
noise removal processing on the first image frame F0 using a
photographic parameter obtained when the image frame F0 is
shot.

In step S2 the track area searching unit 35 calculates a
characteristic amount of an image in the area of the image
frame F0. When a next image frame F(i) is acquired from the
imaging unit 30 in step S3, the pre-processing unit 32
executes the noise removal processing on the image frame
F(i) using a photographic parameter obtained when the image
frame F(i) is shot in step S4.

Next, in step S5 the track area adjusting unit 34 adjusts the
size of a track area to track a target in the area of the previous
image frame F(i-1), using the photographic parameters
obtained when the image frames F(i), F(i-1) are shot.

In step S6 while moving the track area size-adjusted by the
track area adjusting unit 34, the track area searching unit 35
calculates the characteristic amount of the track area of the
image frame F(i). In step S7 the track area searching unit 35
calculates a similarity between the image in the area of the
image frame F(i-1) and the image in the track area of the
image frame F(i) based on the characteristic amounts of these
images.

Upon completion of the search over the entire image frame
F(i), the track area searching unit determines 35 a track area
showing the highest similarity as a target area in step S8. In
step S9 the imaging control unit 36 controls the focal length of
the imaging unit 30 of to focus on the target area.

Given an instruction to complete the target track operation
via the operation unit 25 in step S10, the operation ends.
Without the instruction, the operation returns to step S3.

Alternatively, after step S9 ofthe target track operation, the
track area searching unit 35 can calculate the similarity based
on the characteristic amounts of an image in the target area of
the current image frame and an image in the target area of the
previous image frame while expanding or shrinking the target
area in question, to adjust the size of the target area of the
image frame F(i) based on the calculated similarity.

Further, the track area searching unit 35 can be configured
to control the image processing unit 37 to have a rectangular
frame indicating the target area displayed on an image on the
LCD 26 after step S9.

As described above, the imaging device according to the
present embodiment can adjust the size of a track area to track
an area including a specific target using the photographic
parameter without expanding or shrinking a result of the
tracking through the entire image frame. Accordingly, com-
pared with a prior art imaging device, it can track, with a
higher speed, the area including a specific target through
captured images input from the imaging unit in time series.

Further, the imaging device according to the present
embodiment can calculate a variable magnification of a cur-
rently captured image relative to a previously captured image
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based on the focal length and imaging distance of the imaging
unit and thereby adjust the size of the track area.

Further, the imaging device according to the present
embodiment can calculate a similarity between a character-
istic amount of an image in a track area and that of an image
in a target area of a previously captured image.

Furthermore, the imaging device according to the present
embodiment can pre-process image data in accordance with a
noise rate or brightness.

Although the present invention has been described in terms
of' exemplary embodiments, it is not limited thereto. It should
be appreciated that variations or modifications may be made
in the embodiments described by persons skilled in the art
without departing from the scope of the present invention as
defined by the following claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. An imaging device comprising an imaging unit captur-
ing an image of a subject, and tracking, through images cap-
tured in time series, an area in which a specific target appears,
comprising:

a parameter acquiring unit configured to acquire a photo-

graphic parameter from the imaging unit;

a target area determining unit configured to determine an
area of a captured image including the specific target as
a target area,

a track area adjusting unit configured to set a track frame
for a track area to track the target area including the
specific target and adjust a size of the track frame based
on the photographic parameter; and

a track area searching unit configured to search the cap-
tured image for the track area, while moving the size-
adjusted track frame, based on a similarity between a
characteristic amount of an image in the track area of the
captured image in question and that of an image in the
target area of a captured image immediately before the
image in question in time series,

wherein:

the photographic parameter comprises at least two param-
eters which are a focal length and an imaging distance of
the imaging unit, and

the track area adjusting unit uses the focal length and the
imaging distance of the imaging unit as the photographic
parameter.

2. An imaging device according to claim 1, wherein

the track area searching unit is configured to calculate the
characteristic amounts of the images based on a fre-
quency distribution in at least one of brightness and a
color component.

3. An imaging device according to claim 1, further com-

prising

a pre-processing unit configured to perform at least one of
noise removal processing and brightness correction pro-
cessing on at least the track area of the captured image
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based on the photographic parameter before the track
area searching unit searches the track area.

4. An imaging device according to claim 3, wherein

the photographic parameter used by said pre-processing

unit comprises at least three parameters which are a
sensitivity, a focal length and an aperture diameter of the
imaging unit, and

the pre-processing unit uses the sensitivity, the focal

length, and the aperture diameter of the imaging unit as
the photographic parameter.

5. A target tracking method using an imaging device com-
prising an imaging unit capturing an image of a subject, for
tracking, through images captured in time series, an area in
which a specific target appears, comprising the steps of:

acquiring a photographic parameter from the imaging unit;

determining an area of a captured image including the
specific target as a target area;

setting a track frame for a track area to track the target area

including the specific target and adjust a size of the track
frame based on the photographic parameter; and
searching the captured image for the track area, while
moving the size-adjusted track frame, based on a simi-
larity between a characteristic amount of an image in the
track area of the captured image in question and that of
an image in the target area of a captured image immedi-
ately before the image in question in time series,
wherein:
the photographic parameter comprises at least two param-
eters which are a focal length and an imaging distance of
the imaging unit, and

the focal length and the imaging distance of the imaging

unit are used as the photographic parameter in the track
area adjusting step.

6. A target tracking method according to claim 5, further
comprising the step of

calculating the characteristic amounts of the images based

on a frequency distribution in at least one of brightness
and a color component in the track area searching step.

7. A target tracking method according to claim 5, further
comprising the step of

performing at least one of noise removal processing and

brightness correction processing on at least the target
area of the captured image based on the photographic
parameter before the track area searching step.

8. A target tracking method according to claim 7, wherein

the photographic parameter used in said performing step

comprises at least three parameters which are a sensitiv-
ity, a focal length and an imaging distance of the imaging
unit, and

the sensitivity, the focal length, and a the aperture diameter

of the imaging unit are used as the photographic param-
eter.



